
INFORMING:
LEARNING FROM THE PAST, DEVELOPING FOR THE FUTURE

2005 NATIONAL SEMINAR SERIES

Thursday 1ST December 2005, The Drug Treatment Centre Board

As the largest and longest established drug treatment centre in the country, The Drug Treatment Centre Board continues
to provide a broad range of specialist treatments for the homeless drug using population and those requiring specialist
psychiatric, psychological, social and medical interventions. We also aim to:-

o Continue improving and developing the services we offer in the treatment of substance misuse.
o Continue to contribute to drug treatment policy.
o Act as a key resource and training centre for professionals working in the area of substance misuse.

Our series of evening seminars that brought together many of the leading figures in the
treatment and research of Drug and Alcohol misuse were very successful and attended by
healthcare professionals and those working in all aspects of the addiction services. Earlier
this year we hosted a series of seminars in Galway, Limerick and Cork and received a great
response from delegates who welcomed the opportunity to hear specific presentations from
our speakers.

On Thursday 1st December 2005 we will be hosting an afternoon where participants will get
the opportunity to hear presentations from specialist speakers. In addition, our
multidisciplinary team will give an overview of our services and a tour of our facilities.

We are confident that this forum will provide the opportunity to build on your existing
knowledge, strengthen networks and further develop a partnership approach on a multi-
agency basis

We hope that we will have the pleasure of welcoming you to The Drug Treatment Centre Board!

Sheila Heffernan
General Manager

Event Information

Event Date: Thursday 1st December 2005
Event Time: 13.00-18.45hrs
Event Location: The Drug Treatment Centre Board, Trinity Court, 30-31 Pearse Street, Dublin 2
Contact: Karen Devine, Event Co-ordinator
Telephone: 01 6488750
E-Mail: events@dtcb.ie

Mission

To provide an integrated, person centred, specialist addiction service, supported by best practice and national
leadership in academic excellence.



Presentations by The Drug Treatment Centre Board

We are often asked about the services provided at The Drug Treatment Centre Board and how these have been developed
to meet the needs of our clients. in this section of the event, you will meet with members of our teams to learn about the
running of the Centre. This will be introduced and chaired by Seamas Noone, Clinical Operations Manager. 

Counselling at The Drug Treatment Centre Board
ounselling at The Drug Treatment Centre Board
Our team of fully trained and accredited counsellors provide for a range of counselling approaches which include,
motivational interviewing, cognitive behavioural therapy, brief therapy, reality therapy, one to one or family therapy and
relapse prevention.  In addition the team facilitate various support / educational groups in the area of alcohol and cocaine.

Social Work at The Drug Treatment Centre Board

Our social work team bring a broad range of experience from Community Care, Probation and Community Settings. All are
professionally qualified and subscribe to the fundamental concepts of self-empowerment and client self-determination in
the decisions affecting their own, their families and their communities well-being. Working as part of a multi- disciplinary
team and through the medium of a key worker system, their main areas of responsibility range from, family support
(including child welfare), providing reports as requested by various sources, advocacy, group work, welfare rights and
attendance at appropriate inter-agency meetings.

Play Therapy at The Drug Treatment Centre Board

The ethos of our children’s playroom is to provide stimulation, safe and supportive child centred setting for children who
accompany their parents/guardians to the clinic. Staff facilitate the children in expressing themselves in a happy structured
environment. Emphasis is placed on building children’s self esteem by encouraging them and praising their efforts. The
playroom staff also offer a wide range of advice and support to parents who may have childcare concerns. Catering for
children between 1 and up to 14 years play includes physical, creative and Imaginative methods and is designed to
motivate the children to develop and widen their individual mental and social capabilities. The service helps the children
have a better quality visit to the clinic and to establish, maintain and encourage open and honest discussions between staff
and parents to ensure the needs of each child and the family are fully met in the most practical manner possible.

Nursing at The Drug Treatment Centre Board

Our nursing team are committed to providing a high quality based standard of nursing care, by assessing the individual
needs of clients and delivering a range of primary care which include services, Hepatitis C support, specialist clinics i.e.
Warfarin and sexual health clinics.  The nursing team play a vital role in planning and implementing care plans and working
in partnership with community based services, e.g. G.Ps, satellite clinics and prison services to ensure a seamless service
of care is delivered.  As a specialist nursing team they act as an information resource to other nursing services.

Laboratory Services at The Drug Treatment Centre Board

Our laboratory provides the largest ‘drugs of abuse’ screening service in the country. We support appropriate treatment
interventions and the identification of national trends in substance misuse.

Samples of urine and blood are received by the laboratory from a variety of locations nationally, including drug treatment
centres, satellite clinics, general practitioners, voluntary organisations, Health Boards, the Department of Education,
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Probation and Welfare and the Dublin Drug Court.

Routine services include the determination of Opiates, 6-Acetyl, Morphine, Benzodiazepines, Methadone, EDDP,
Cannabis, Amphetamines/Ecstasy, Cocaine and Tri-cyclic antidepressants by immunoassay and alcohol by enzymatic
assay.

The range of specialist services carried out include:
• Differentiation of opiates using GC-MS after solid phase extraction.
• Differentiation of Benzodiazepines by HPLC after solid phase extraction.
• Identification of Zimovane by GC-MS after liquid-liquid extraction.
• The determination of blood Methadone levels using immunoassay techniques.
• Identification of unknown tablets and substances by GC-MS.  



Guest Speaker Presentations

Dr Eamon Keenan

Dr. Eamon Keenan is a Consultant Psychiatrist specialising in the treatment of substance misuse. His current attachments
are with the South Western Area Health Board, The Drug Treatment Centre Board and St. James’s Hospital. He was
appointed to this post in 1996 and has extensive experience of working in the area of substance misuse in Ireland. Dr.
Keenan has published several articles in many prominent specialist journals and has a special interest in the areas of drug
use in Pregnancy, Hepatitis C and Ecstasy use. Dr. Keenan is a member of the Board of The Drug Treatment Centre Board
and is a member of the Irish Psychiatric Training Committee (Eastern Region). 

Dr Brion Sweeney

Dr Brion Sweeney is a Consultant Psychiatrist at The Drug Treatment Centre Board where he provides a range of
specialist clinical services in the area of substance misuse. This includes the assessment and management of co-morbidity
in drug misuse. Dr Sweeney is also a Consultant Psychiatrist in substance misuse at The Mater Hospital, Clinical Director
of substance misuse services in the Health Service Executive Northern Region and holds a Masters Degree in
Psychotherapy.

Dr Sweeney has extensive experience in the further training of Non Consultant Hospital Doctors at The Drug Treatment
Centre Board through the Royal College of Psychiatry and has contributed significantly to drug treatment policy and the
development of addiction services in Ireland over many years.

Dr Shay Keating

Dr. Shay Keating is an honours graduate in Biochemistry from Trinity College Dublin (TCD), 1980.  On completion of his
PhD in 1983, He travelled to Berkeley University in California, where he was Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the
Nutritional Department.  In 1985, he returned to TCD to study Medicine. Dr Keatings postgraduate training was in the
Dublin Federated Hospitals, then the Meath, Adelaide and St James’s Hospitals.

Dr. Keating currently works at The Drug Treatment Centre Board as a Medical Officer and Occupational Health Physician.
His particular clinical and research interest is the medical consequences of intravenous drug use, particularly Hepatitis C
infection.  Dr Keating has completed a pilot study at The Drug Treatment Centre Board into the on-site treatment of
Hepatitis C in a specialist drug treatment centre and has recently published a booklet titled ‘Hepatitis C; A Guide for Drug
Users and Their Families’. Following the success of the pilot study Dr Keating is currently treating Hepatitis C positive
patients attending The Drug Treatment Centre Board and liaising with The Infectious Diseases Service in St James
Hospital. Dr Keating is also a specialist general practitioner working in the areas of addiction and sexual health, in the
Health Service Executive Eastern Region and private practice.  

Dr Bobby Smyth

Dr Bobby Smyth is a Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, working full time with adolescents who have addiction
problems, based at the Drug Treatment Centre Board, Dublin and also with the Health Service Executive South Western
Region. Dr Smyth completed general psychiatry training in St John of God Hospital, Dublin before undertaking higher
specialist training on Merseyside in England. Also currently lecturing in Trinity College on addiction Dr Smyth previously
sat on the Executive Committee of the Child Psychiatry section of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.

In addition to his current post, Dr Smyth sat on the Department of Health working party examining treatment services for
under 18s with serious addiction problems in Ireland and he was also a member of the addiction subgroup of the Expert
Group on Mental Health Policy in 2005. Dr Smyth has been involved in addiction research for the past ten years and has
published numerous research papers in national and international peer reviewed journals.

Dr Joe Barry

Dr Joe Barry is a Specialist in Public Health Medicine with the Health Service Executive Eastern Region and a Senior
Lecturer in Public Health, Department of Public Health and Primary Care, Trinity College Dublin. 

Dr Barry qualified in Medicine from UCC and has worked in Dublin’s drug services since 1989. He has been Medical
Advisor to The National Drug Strategy Team since its establishment in 1996 and was a member of The Drug Treatment
Centre Board from 1993-2003. Dr Barry is a member of National Advisory Committee on Drugs and of the Strategic Task
Force on Alcohol. Dr Barry has published extensively nationally and internationally on drug related issues. 



Registration Form

Email Address

Tel Fax Mobile

Attendance Fee

€45.00 per delegate to include attendance, speaker notes, light lunch, afternoon coffee break.

Reservation Details

Please Tick Method Detail the cheque number or purchase order number

Cheque

Invoice My Organisation

Signature

Signature Date

Terms and Conditions

- Places are strictly limited. One application form per delegate.
- All applications should be completed and returned to: Ms Karen Devine, The Drug Treatment Centre Board, Trinity
Court, 30-31 Pearse Street, Dublin 2. Only applications accompanied by a purchase order number or payment in full
shall be accepted. Payments by electronic transfer or cheque only. We regret that credit card payments can not be
accepted.Upon receipt and processing of each application, a booking confirmation shall be sent by e-mail/post. 
- Cancellations received one month prior to the Seminar shall be refunded. Cancellations received after this time are non
refundable. Substitute - A substitute may attend the Seminar in place of the original applicant however The Drug
Treatment Centre Board must be notified by e-mail in advance.

The Drug Treatment Centre Board, Trinity Court, 30-31 Pearse Street, Dublin 2
Tel. 01 6488750  E-Mail: events@dtcb.ie  Web: www.addictionireland.ie

Delegate Information (Please print)

Name

Job Title

Organisation

Postal Address

Time Information

13.00hrs Registration

13.15hrs Tour of The Drug Treatment Centre Board followed by light lunch

14.00hrs Presentations Commence – Welcome by Sheila Heffernan

14.05hrs Overview of Clinical Operations by Seamas Noone

14.10-15.30hrs Counselling, Social Work, Play Therapy, Nursing and Laboratory Presentations

15.30-15.45hrs Refreshment Break

15.45hrs Dr Eamon Keenan "Development of Community Drug Based Services in Ireland"

16.30hrs Dr Brion Sweeney "The 4 Tier Model on Addiction Services in Ireland"

17.00hrs Dr Shay Keating "Hepatitis C, HIV and Aids – Implications for Drug Users"

17.30hrs Dr Bobby Smyth  "The Establishment, Management and Development of community based
adolescent services in Ireland"

18.00hrs Dr Joe Barry "Drugs and Alcohol – Should we be approaching them so differently?"

18.30hrs Questions and Answers followed by Conclusion

SEMINAR PROGRAMME


